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Celebrating 
Dr¯ Dopglas

RichmanÌ

OQ NRYePbeU 1, 2019, Sh\VLcLaQV, UeVeaUcheUV aQd VWaff fURP acURVV UC SaQ DLegR aQd
Whe gORbe gaWheUed WRgeWheU WR ceOebUaWe Whe eVWeePed caUeeU Rf DU. DRXgOaV RLchPaQ.¬DU.
RLchPaQ haV dedLcaWed hLV OLfe WR PaNLQg PaMRU cOLQLcaO aQd OabRUaWRU\ cRQWULbXWLRQV WR Whe
ÀeOd Rf HIV/AIDS, aV ZeOO aV WUaQVOaWLRQaO PedLcaO UeVeaUch aV Ze NQRZ LW. 

DU. RLchPaQ'V cRPPLWPeQW WR fRVWeULQg Whe Qe[W geQeUaWLRQ Rf OeadLQg VcLeQWLVWV haV OefW aQ
LQdeOLbOe PaUN LQ RXU ÀeOd. He haV UecUXLWed aQd aVVePbOed VRPe Rf Whe PRVW bULOOLaQW,
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dedLcaWed aQd WaOeQWed LQYeVWLgaWRUV LQ HIV. MaQ\ VXcceVVfXO HIV SURgUaPV aUe Oed b\ hLV
WUaLQeeV, aQd WR WhLV da\ he haV beeQ deVcULbed aV a OegeQdaU\ PeQWRU b\ hLV cROOeagXeV. 

AV VXch, a Ne\ cRPSRQeQW Rf RXU "DRXg Da\" V\PSRVLXP feaWXUed WaONV b\ VRPe Rf DU.
RLchPaQ'V beORYed PeQWeeV. AddLWLRQaOO\, AVVePbO\PePbeU TRdd
GORULa¬SURcOaLPed¬NRYePbeU 1, 2019, aV ´DU. DRXgOaV RLchPaQ Da\µ LQ Whe SWaWe Rf
CaOLfRUQLa aQd eQcRXUaged aOO cLWL]eQV WheUeLQ WR ceOebUaWe Whe PaQ\ cRQWULbXWLRQV he haV
Pade WR RXU UegLRQ, VWaWe aQd QaWLRQ WhURXghRXW hLV dLVWLQgXLVhed caUeeU. ¬¬ 

TR OeaUQ PRUe abRXW Whe VSeaNeUV aQd eYeQWV Rf RXU DRXg Da\ S\PSRVLXP¬cOLcN heUe.¬

Inuestigator Spotlight
The HIV Institute greatl` appreciates UC San

Diego's°hard^orking, dedicated research scientists accelerating

the Äeld.°The Investigator Spotlight gives us an opportunit` to

ackno^ledge our leading investigators and to share ^ith the

communit` ho^ the` are pursuing life-changing discoveries.

Dan Werbª PhD 
Assistant Professorª Division of Infectious
Diseases and Global Public HealthÌ 
Department of Medicine 
University of California San Diego 

;LSS�\Z�H�SP[[SL�HIV\[�`V\YZLSM� 
I was born in Vancouver, Canada and went to college in
Montreal. Fun fact: I’m on my fourth career. I started out in
book publishing, then worked in journalism, then was a
professional touring musician, and now I’m an
epidemiologist.°�

>OH[�H[[YHJ[LK�`V\�[V�[OPZ�ÄLSK&° 
I was attracted to epidemiology because it is one of the most
powerful tools to reveal and communicate the inequalities
that marginalized populations face. I grew up in Vancouver,
which has one of North America’s largest open-air illegal
drug markets in the Downtown Eastside neighborhood. The
extreme poverty that exists in this neighborhood – and in
other neighborhoods across the United States - is a
testimony to our collective failure in understanding and
responding to the many health conditions of poverty.
Epidemiology seemed to me as the best way to advocate for
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change in this area.Đ 
°�
/V^�KPK�`V\�SHUK�PU�:HU�+PLNV°HUK�VY�Z[HY[�^VYRPUN
H[�<*�:HU�+PLNV& 
I was invited to do a postdoctoral fellowship with Dr.
Stewanie Strathdee focused on the impact of policing and
addiction treatment barriers in Tijuana on the health of
people who inject drugs. 

>OH[�HYL�[OL�THQVY�PZZ\LZ�MHJPUN�/0=�YLZLHYJOLYZ
[VKH`& 
The major issues facing HIV researchers are those that have
been in place for decades: the fact that policy dictates
health to a massive degree, and the related issue that
people who are at greatest risk of HIV oxen have had their
political voices silenced by marginalization. As scientists we
need to collectively amplify the voices of key populations –
women who engage in sex work, people who use drugs, and
LGBTQç communities – to push for the reform of policies
that criminalize, marginalize and stigmatize them. This is
the best path towards eradicating HIV. 

>OH[�HYL�ZVTL�VM�`V\Y�YLZLHYJO�PU[LYLZ[Z�HUK�VY
^OH[�HYL�`V\�^VYRPUN�VU�YPNO[�UV^&° 
My main research interest is in understanding the process of
injection drug use initiation and finding ways to disrupt it.
It’s an underserved area of ‘upstream HIV prevention’ with a
huge potential upside in reducing the burden of HIV
morbidity and mortality among people who inject drugs.Đ°�

>OH[�HYL�ZVTL�VM�`V\Y�MH]VYP[L�VY�TVZ[�PTWVY[HU[
WYVQLJ[Z& 
I am super proud of PRIMER (PReventing Injecting b4
Modif4ing Existing Responses; (www.primerstudy.com),
which is the international cohort consortium that I
established to investigate ways to prevent injection drug use
initiation using a harm reduction lens. I am also really proud
of my non-fiction book,ĐCit4 of Omens� A Search for the
Missing Women of the
Borderlandsč(http:¨¨smarturl.it¨cityofomens), which was
selected by the New York Times Book Review as one of six
true crime books on its 2019 Summer Reading List. You
should buy it!Đ°�

>OH[�PZ�TVZ[�PTWVY[HU[�SLZZVU�`V\�OH]L�SLHYULK
K\YPUN�`V\Y�[LU\YL�H[�<*�:HU�+PLNV&° 
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It is really hard to predict the impact that your research will
have. That’s just the way it goes. But there is one way that
you can be sure you will have a positive impact, and that’s
by being a committed and supportive mentor. I learned that
from my mentors, especially Dr. Stewanie Strathdee, and I
am doing my best to pay it forward.°

Support UC San Diego³s HIV Programs 
As Ze enter the Ànal month's of the \ear it's a great time to give back. There

are several Za\s \ou can¬GIVE¬to UC San Diego HIV Institute.

December 3rd¬LV¬#GiYingTXesda\,¬a JORbaO Ga\ RI JLYLQJ, IXHOHG b\ WKH SRZHU
RI VRFLaO PHGLa ³ WKH SHUIHFW RSSRUWXQLW\ WR VKRZ \RXU VXSSRUW.¬ 

WiWh \oXr help, Ze can end Whe HIV epidemic! 

TKH HIV IQVWLWXWH¬needs \oXr help Wo¬VXSSRUW¬UHVHaUFK WKaW bULQJV IUHVK
SHUVSHFWLYHV, LQQRYaWLRQ, aQG UHQHZHG GULYH WR WKH VWXG\ RI HIV!

Do xop shop online° 
GHW a IUHH¬LGLYH.FRP¬aFFRXQW VR UC SaQ DLHJR HIV IQVWLWXWH FaQ HaUQ PRQH\
HYHU\ WLPH \RX VKRS RQOLQH. IW'V VR HaV\! TR OHaUQ PRUH RU VLJQ XS QRZ,¬FOLFN
KHUH. TKHUH aUH RYHU 1,900 bXVLQHVVHV VXSSRUWLQJ¬LGLYH.¬WKHQ \RX XVH \RXU
LGLYH bXWWRQ LQVWaOOHG RQ \RXU bURZVHU 3% RI \RXU SXUFKaVH aPRXQW ZLOO FRPH
baFN WR WKH FKaULW\ RI \RXU FKRRVLQJ.¬ GLYH baFN WRGa\ b\ VLJQLQJ XS IRU a
IUHH¬LGLYH¬aFFRXQW aQG VHOHFW WKH "UC SaQ DLHJR HIV IQVWLWXWH."¬

Shop at Ralphs° 
IW'V HaV\ . . . MXVW VKRS, VZLSH \RXU
RaOSKV UHZaUGV FaUG aW FKHFNRXW
aQG VaYH ZKLOH VXSSRUWLQJ HIV
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UHVHaUFK! 

FRU PRUH LQIRUPaWLRQ RQ KRZ
WR¬ENROLL¬LQ WKH FRPPXQLW\
UHZaUGV SURJUaP¬FOLFN KHUH¬aQG
IROORZ LQVWUXFWLRQV, RU
YLVLW¬RaOSKV.FRP. BH VXUH WR VHOHFW
"UCSD AIDS RHVHaUFK IQVWLWXWH."

Upcoming Euents

Seminar Series

:\IZ[HUJL�<ZL�HUK�0TT\UL�6\[JVTLZ
PU�/0=�

;OL�<*�:HU�+PLNV�/0=�0UZ[P[\[L�HUK�:HU�+PLNV
*LU[LY�MVY�(0+:�9LZLHYJO�HYL�WSLHZLK�[V�WYLZLU[
1LUUPMLY�-\SJOLY��4+��7O+��PU�ZLTPUHY�VU�-YPKH �̀
+LJ����MYVT��!��� !��HT�PU�JVUQ\UJ[PVU�^P[O
/0./�9V\UKZ�H[�[OL�(=9*�Z�ÄYZ[�ÅVVY
JVUMLYLUJL�YVVT�° 
¬
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:[H`�\W�[V�KH[L�^P[O�V\Y�SH[LZ[�ZLTPUHYZ�I`
]PZP[PUN�V\Y�^LIWHNL�°

Saue the Date 
EQGLQJ WKH HIV ESLGHPLF CRPPXQLW\
SXPPLW 
SaWXUGa\, FHbUXaU\ 29, 2020 
10:00aP - 2:00SP¬ 
JaFRbV CHQWHU IRU CRPPXQLW\
IQQRYaWLRQ

Profopndlx changing the stpdxª treatment and
preuention of HIV thropghopt the vorld¯

:PUJL�[OL�� ��Z��/0=�(0+:�YLZLHYJO�H[�<*�:HU�+PLNV�OHZ�ILLU�H[�[OL�MVYLMYVU[�VM
KPZJV]LYPLZ�[OH[�ZOHWL�JHYL�HUK�[YLH[TLU[�Z[HUKHYKZ�VU�H�NSVIHS�ZJHSL��>L�HYL
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PU[LYUH[PVUHSS`�YLJVNUPaLK�HZ�H�WSHJL�[OH[�JVTIPULZ�[OL�HY[�VM�OLHSPUN�^P[O�[OL�ZJPLUJL�VM
TLKPJPUL�HUK�ZLY]LZ�UV[�VUS`�:HU�+PLNV��I\[�JVTT\UP[PLZ�HYV\UK�[OL�^VYSK�

-VY���°`LHYZ�;OL�/0=°0UZ[P[\[L�OHZ�ZLY]LK�HZ�HU�\TIYLSSH�VYNHUPaH[PVU�[V�<*�:HU�+PLNV�Z
THU`�/0=�YLSH[LK�HJ[P]P[PLZ�°>L�^VYR�^P[OPU�HUK�HJYVZZ�KLWHY[TLU[Z��PU�T\S[PKPZJPWSPUHY`
WYVNYHTZ�HUK�^P[O�THU`�V[OLY�JVSSHIVYH[VYZ�[V�[YHUZSH[L�UL^�KPZJV]LYPLZ�MYVT�V\Y
SHIVYH[VYPLZ�[V�WH[PLU[�JHYL�°

²Happiness doesn³t resplt from vhat ve getªÌ bpt from vhat ve giue¯² 

Ben Carson

Copyright © 2019 UC San Diego HIV Institute, All rights reserved. 

OXU PaiOiQg addUeVV iV: 
9500 GilPaQ DUiYe, #0716 
La JRlla, CA 92093-0716 

WaQW WR chaQge hRZ \RX UeceiYe WheVe ePailV? 
YRX caQ XSdaWe \RXU SUefeUeQceV RU XQVXbVcUibe fURP WhiV liVW. 

¬

TKLV ePaLO ZaV VeQW WR <<EPaLO AddUeVV>> 
Zh\ did I geW WhiV?¬¬¬¬XQVXbVcULbe IURP WKLV OLVW¬¬¬¬XSdaWe VXbVcULSWLRQ SUeIeUeQceV 

UC SaQ DLeJR HIV IQVWLWXWe Ã 9500 GLOPaQ DULYe, #0716 Ã La JROOa, CA 92093-0716 Ã USA 
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